
Discover the 
Creative Spark  
impact over the 
last two years.
Welcome to one of the British 
Council’s most innovative 
programmes in Wider Europe.

Creative Spark: Higher Education Enterprise 
Programme is a five-year initiative to 
support university and institutional 
partnerships with the UK to develop 
entrepreneurship and enterprise skills for 
students and young entrepreneurs across 
seven countries in Wider Europe. We do this 
by enabling national policy forums, 
development of new curriculum and 
enterprise education materials, and 
establishing business incubation centres.

Institutional partnerships Young beneficiaries

higher education
and creative institutions

40 universities and
creative institutions from the UK

70 institutions from Armenia, Azerbaijan, Georgia, 
Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Ukraine and Uzbekistan 

partnerships developed an 
enterprise or incubation centre

110

15

new courses and modules 
developed on enterprise education65

of institutions have secured 
commercial partners20%

of UK partners confirm that participation in Creative Spark 
has created significant wider benefits for their institution 
(further grant and research funds, joint PhD programmes, 
dual degrees, and student/academic mobility activities)

78%

a community of:

Multilateral partnerships

Creative Spark is supporting the United Nations 
Year of Creative Economy and has won 
UNESCO funding in Uzbekistan. We are also 
working with the World Intellectual Property 
Organization.

young people
engaged directly,
including:

760K

44K

1,383
activities
including:
workshops, 
bootcamps, 
enterprise training, 
incubation and 
mentorship events

(58% female)
attended

400K

30%

used online 
business 
English 
resources and 
increased their 
confidence in 
English by:

195K
(56% female)
took part in 20 
online forums 
with

53
role-model 
young 
entrepreneurs
(50% female)

920
new business 
ideas created by

1,520
teams
and voted on by

122K
people in the 
‘Big Idea Challenge:’

The British Council’s largest digital 
video pitch competition

of projects included specific social inclusion elements (for 
women, people with disabilities, those in receipt of financial 
support, or those 37% from outside the main cities).60%

Policy engagement

national level forums
have taken place with the 
policy makers, resulting in:44

Armenia:
Content for a new 
e-learning platform with 
the Ministry of Education.

Azerbaijan:
Creative Azerbaijan online 
portal and MoU with the 
Ministry of Culture on 
enterprise education.

Georgia:
Georgian Entrepreneurial 
Education Alliance with the 
Ministry of Education, 
Science, Culture and Sport; 
support to the enterprise 
programme of the Red 
Cross.

Kazakhstan:
Contribution to the new 
Strategy development of 
the creative industries.

Ukraine:
Joint funding approach to 
the Regional Development 
Fund with the Ministry of 
Culture; contributing to 
the establishment of the 
National enterprise 
educators’ association.

Uzbekistan:
Contribution to the Higher 
Education Development 
Strategy 2030, development of 
national creative enterprise 
education, and new policies to 
support youth entrepreneurship 
and girls’ empowerment.



Partnership is 
at the heart of 
everything we 
do.
We build long-term relationships 
to bring about real change and 
help people increase their 
potential to thrive and grow.

In 2021, we are supporting 50 partnerships 
which bring together our community of 110 
higher education and creative institutions in 
the UK, South Caucasus, Central Asia, and 
Ukraine.

Northumbria UniversityAmerican University of Armenia

City, University of LondonArmenian National Engineering Laboratories ChangeSchool

University of EssexBrusov State University ChangeSchool

Aston UniversityFoundation for Armenian Science and Technology

University of SouthamptonNational Polytechnic University of Armenia University of Portsmouth

Norwich University of the ArtsSimonian Educational Foundation (TUMO)

Nottingham Trent UniversityYerevan State University

London South Bank UniversityAzerbaijan University of Architecture and Construction

Newcastle UniversityCentre for Analysis of Economic Reforms and Communication

University of GreenwichAzerbaijan State University of Economics
Azerbaijan Tourism and Management University

University of KentADA University
Azerbaijan State University of Culture and Arts

University of East LondonBaku Music Academy
Azerbaijan State University of Economics

Middlesex UniversityKhazar University

University of LeicesterAzerbaijan University of Architecture and Construction
Atyrau State University (Kazakhstan)

Keele UniversityGeorgian Technical University

University of East AngliaCreative Georgia

Advantage Creative
Tbilisi State Academy of Arts

Creative Georgia
Creative Solutions

University of the West of EnglandIlia State University

University of EssexIvane Javakhishvili Tbilisi State University
ChangeSchoolV. Sarajishvili Tbilisi State Conservatoire

University of ReadingBusiness Technology University

Advantage Creative
Tsereteli State University

Creative Solutions
Georgian National University SEU

University of WestminsterBusiness Technology University

University of NorthamptonAlmaty Management University
Almaty Technical University

University of Reading

Kazakh-British Technical University
Kurmangazy Kazakh National Conservatory

T.K. Zhurgenov Kazakh National Academy of Arts
Eurasian Cultural Foundation, a public foundation in Almaty

University of East LondonKazakh-American Free University 

Oxford Brookes UniversityL.N. Gumilyov Eurasian National University University of Birmingham

Goldsmiths University of LondonImpact Hub Pilot Almaty 
T. K. Zhurgenov Kazakh National Academy of Arts

Coventry University Narxoz University Social Enterprise CIC (CUSE)

Loughborough UniversityPI Nazarbayev University Research and Innovation System

University of LincolnKazakh-Russian International University 
Baishev University (Aktobe, Kazakhstan) 

Capital City College GroupNational Chamber of Entrepreneurs of the Republic of Kazakhstan "Atameken"   

City, University of London Enactus KyrgyzstanChangeSchool

Coventry University Resource Centre in Kyrgyzstan of Central Asian Crafts Support Association

Middlesex University Kyrgyz National University named after J. Balasagyn

University of Reading
Kyiv National Economic University  
Friedrich-Schiller-Universität Jena 
Ministry of Education and Science of Ukraine

University of Southampton Kyiv National University of Technologies and Design
Odessa National Maritime University 

University of Bedfordshire Ukrainian Engineering Pedagogics Academy
Simon Kuznets Kharkiv National University of Economics 

Kingston University

Lviv Polytechnic National University 
NGO Tech Start-up School 
Hi-Tech Office Ukraine 
LingArt 
BioUkraine  
Agency of European Innovations 

Anglia Ruskin University V.N. Karazin National University 

Cardiff Metropolitan University Lviv National Academy of Arts 
PPV Knowledge Network Ltd

Coventry University

Ivano-Frankivsk National Technical University of Oil and Gas
Non-Governmental Organization Bureau of Research, Innovations and Technologies
Ivano-Frankivsk Chamber of Commerce and Industry
Ivano-Frankivsk Women’s Business Accelerator (IFWBA)

Kingston University Kharkiv Medical Academy of Postgraduate Education 
Donetsk National Technical University 

Kingston University Taras Shevchenko National University of Kyiv

University of Portsmouth
Poltava University of Economics and Trade
Adult Education Centre of Poltava Region
Co-Impact 

London South Bank University Tashkent State Technical University named after Islam Karimov
ChangeSchool National Institute of Fine Art and Design named after Kamoliddin Bekhzod 

London Metropolitan University Tashkent State University of Economics
Practical Center for Implementation of Innovative Projects (Ministry of Innovation) 

Goldsmiths, University of London

Uzbekistan State Institute of Art and Culture 
Bonum Factum Gallery 
Arts and Culture Development Foundation 
Institute of Fine Art and Design 

People 1st International New Silk Road International Tourism University, Samarkand 
Queen Margaret Business School The Arts and Culture Development Foundation 

University of Leicester The Academy of Public Administration under the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan 
Tashkent University of Information Technologies 

University of Central Lancashire Tashkent Institute of Textile & Light Industry 
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